The new series of international conferences focused on the Palaeozoic evolution of the European lithosphere started in 2007 in Orléans, followed by the successful meeting in 2012 in Sassari, and the last one in 2015 in Rennes. The first conference was dedicated to mechanical aspects of the Variscan orogeny and resulted in a highly successful Special Issue of Comptes Rendus Geoscience published in 2009. The second, Sassari conference was devoted to the extent and time scales of formation of the European crust and resulted in a number of excellent papers published in the form of a Special Publication of the Geological Society of London (# 405, 2014) . The last, Rennes conference, was dedicated to the correlations and plate dynamics across the European Variscan belt and resulted in the current special issue of the International Journal of Earth Sciences. The papers published in this volume clearly show that the Variscan orogenic research evolves to become more modern and quantitative based in particular on detailed stateof-the-art geochronology and geochemistry, and the advent of numerical modelling. The community is critically using large and new data sets of high-resolution geochronological data combined with modern geochemistry and An inspiring unconventional view of the geodynamic setting of the pre-Variscan, Ordovician period is proposed by Zurbriggen, based on examples from the pre-Variscan basement of the Alps. It is argued that following the Pan-African assembly of Gondwana, this continent was bounded by several 100 km wide cratonized subductionaccretion complexes (SACs), a unique orogenic type termed the Cenerian orogeny. This resulted in the formation of specific rock sequences composed of metagreywackes and metapelites with intercalated amphibolites and sheets of Cambro-Ordovician peraluminous metagranitoids. The central role of recycling Proterozoic continental crust by the cratonization of SACs at the periphery of Gondwana in the formation of Proto-European continental crust is highlighted.
Franceschelli et al. study the classic early Ordovician Sardic unconformity in the Iglesiente region in Sardinia. They document the various pre-Variscan and Variscan deformation events. Using a detailed petrological approach, they show that there is no significant difference in the P-T metamorphic conditions between the rocks underlying and overlying this angular unconformity.
The structural analysis of Dias et al. shows that the widespread NNE-SSW sinistral strike slip faults in western Iberia may be Late Variscan second-order domino structures related to first-order E-W dextral shears, linked to the dextral oblique collision between Laurentia and Gondwana during Late Carboniferous-Permian times.
Finally, the contribution of Okay and Topuz is an instructive overview, based on precise geochronological data, of the Variscan history of two Gondwana-derived Palaeozoic belts that rim the south of the Archaean-Palaeoproterozoic Ukrainian shield in the Black Sea region. The northern belt comprises Palaeozoic passive-margin-type sedimentary rocks, whereas the southern belt is dominated by granites (335-294 Ma) and HT-LP metamorphic rocks. They are interpreted to represent, respectively, the southfacing continental margin of the Laurussia, and a continental magmatic arc, which collided with the southern margin of Laurussia during the Early-Late Carboniferous boundary. It is argued that in the Black Sea region, there was no terminal collision of Laurussia with Gondwana during the Late Palaeozoic and the Laurussia margin continued to face the Palaeo-Tethyan ocean in the south.
